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Leaders thrilled by plans to
locate 4-year college here

EY KATRIMA CORMWELL
THE SEWS EXAM INER

Free Will Baptist Bible College
has inked a contract to buy Gi
acres in Gallatin near the fast-
growing Big Station Carnp Boule-
vard for its new carmpiis,

Relocation of the e5-year-old
college to the new site — which is
mmore than seven times the size of
its West End Averme campus in
Mashwille - will bring newchaoices
to those seeking a four-year cal-
J.E“%‘ degree in Sumner.

e Will is a four-year institu-
tion, while Volunteer State Com-
rmunity College offers tracks for
associate’s degrees and programs
to earn bachelor's degrees
through partnerships with area
colleges  and  universities.
“We look forward to FAWBBC be-
ing in Sumner County. The col-
lege would bring the kand of facil-
ity to the county that we want,”
Cl:rum;f Executive Hank Thomp-
o said. in a press release, Free Will Baptist Bible College leaders posed for this photo after signing a contract to buy land near Big Sta-

“We lmow that FWBBC offi-  tion Camp Boulevard for a relocation of its Mashville campus. Seated: Matt Pinson, president. Standing
cials and Volunteer State Com-  (from left): Sandy Goodfellow, director of plant operations; Mark Johnson, campus relocation project con-
ity College leaders have dis-  sultant; Milten Fields, vice president for institutional planning; Greg Ketteman, provost; David Williford,

vice president for institutional advancement; Jon Forlines, vice president for student services and dean of
COLLEGE, PAGE 4 students. SUBMITTED FHOTO
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cussed ways they could comple-

ment each other. FWEBC would

be a great addition to our commu-

nity, which we would welcome
ith open arme.”

A timetahle for construction
stant-up has not been set, but the
college already has financing in
place to buy the property and will
bem]lungmm donors and friends
about help in offsetting the stll
undisclosed land costs,

“Hs you can see, we have a ot of
work to do in the next few vears.”
FWEBC president Matt Finson
said in a press release. “We have
our current campus to sell, a new
campus to design, buildings to
construct, funds to raise, and most
irnportant, we have smdents to
teach”

FWEBEC expansion

The move to the larger campus
site in Sumner across the street
from Station Camp High School,
Enox Dioss Middle School and Sta-
tion Camp Elementary Schoal,
which is under construction,
rmeans the Bible college won'’t have
to cap enrollment or curtail new
programs, Pinson said.

‘e will have room to construct
adequare bui for instruction-
al needs and to house students” he
said, in a press release.

In addition, the site provides the
spaceto designa campus to fit cur-
rent and future needs, build out-
door sports facilities for students
and prowvide plenty of room for

parking
Warren Michols, president of
Vol State, expressed support for

the Bible college’s decision to relo-
cate to Sumner.

“We are looking forward to
working with the e on educa-
tion initiatives and e ing the
lives of the resident and the service
area,” Michols said.

The city's population growth is
expected to sunge in the next five
vears as the area econormy contin-
ues to attract high-end shops,
malls, jobs, health-care facilines
and an array of restaurants and
housing devel oprnents.

tin welcomes Free Will
Baptist Bible College,” Mayor To
Ann Graves, said ina press release,
“This is truly a historic and excit-
ing tirne for our city and cormmuni-
ties around us.

“FWEBL will bring us a great
college with a tremendous, rich
tradition of educationand comm-
ity service. Itwill change our city
for the better, and we could noe be
mmore pleased.”

Economic opportunities

relocation is also expected
to enhance the growth boom here
and facilitate additional economic
developmert.

The new campus will fronts on
Bison Trail to the south and Station
Camp Creck to the west, and isin
the center of Summer County's
booming economic il corri-
dor, Dfrenrefe:rra:lm v officials as
the “zolden triangle” between
Mashwille and Long r Pikis.

Itis less than a mile from the $1%
million Sumner Regional Health-
plex-Wellness center, which has an
early 2008 tﬁﬁ? completion date.

“This issucha unique pn:qettm
that it enhances economic devel-
opmet so much by all that Free
Will brings to cur cormmunity, and
thatitisin and ofitself a preat eco-

nomic development win in terms
of investment and job creation,”
said Clay Walker, executive direc-
tor of Gaﬂaﬁ.n's Fronomic Devel-
opment

“Asan Dfessmml. vou will
’?%??‘.ﬁﬁ;‘;mimﬁ&
8 spec
very fortunate to have had this ex-
perience”

“It alsorepresents a comnanity
development aspect,” Walker con-
tred. “We're a city of 25,000 that
has Vol State and Free Will Baptist
College. It differentiates us from
other communities. They will help

ow other businesses, too”

ohnny Hayes, chief executive
officer of Forward Sumner Eco-
nomic Council, a privatepublic
partmership created to spur eco-
nomic development here, talked
about the impact the college would
have on the area

“The college will be a wonderul
addition to our community and
will provide benefits to our citi-
zens that transcend the pure eco-
nomics of the project. While the
jobs and the new buildings and the
use of the land are great, it is the
presence of the students that really
makes me excited.”

“Dir. Michals deserves a big pat
on the back. Vol State recogni
i ot i ot e

s and not Wil
thedr territory: It speaks to the cal-
iber of the people ar Vol State”
Walleer said.

The city’s economic develop-
roent gurn was also complimenta-
rv of the level of cooperation he

d with Hayes.

“Having been here more than
two vears now, I have had many
nppmiunnesm mwhlnhmt
50 it 'Was no surprise to see once
again just how effective he canbe,”

Walker said.

“Egos were certainly checked at
the door for this project as we utk
lized every asset TESOUITE WE
had to bring this pmja:tmfmmm
in=uch an ambitious tmeframe

Waller said.

Recruitment to Sumner

The college’s plans to sell its
Mashwille campus and poterstially
relocate to Sumner recently hit a
snag when the first buyer backed
outin March.

Mark Johnson, the college’s fulk
time relocation consultant, an-
nounced at that time the college’s
continued plans to sell the
Mashwi carmpus and re
catethe 400-student college.

The college’s administration
and trustees became convinced
then ofthe need to proceed and se-

“It did ot take much tme be-
fore Free Will had selected the
Dowmns property as its preferred
site and began negotiating with the

property owner. In the meantime,
the dty and Forward Sunmer di-
vided cuties and worked cohesive-
by to make the fransition as seanr
less as possible for our client,”
Walker said.

The decision to relocate the
campus came in fune 2006 follow-
inga six-month feasibility snudy. At
that time, afficials project
ed that it would cost about 530 mil-
lion to buy land, build a new canr
pus and relocate

Terms of the land deal with
owner Dan Diowns have not been
disclosed because of a confiden-
tiality clanse in the contract, which
will not be finalized until all re-
quired city approvals can be ob-
tained through the planning
PrOCESS.

“Free Will Baptist Bible College
will be an asset to our commurity
providing a Christian education
for our future leaders,” Downs
said, adding the county would be
fortunate to have both two-and-
four-year colleges here,



